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 Keep (City) Beautiful Sets Sights on Cigarette Butt Litter 
Cigarette Litter Prevention Program to Launch Locally
(City, State) (August X, 2008) – Keep (City) Beautiful will take part this year in a national program to reduce the impact of cigarette butt litter, the Keep America Beautiful® Cigarette Litter Prevention Program. In its first year with the program, Keep (City) Beautiful  will target cigarette butt litter throughout the one-mile, high-traffic area of Main and Oak Streets in downtown through a concentrated and sustained effort.

The program’s strategic approach involves all stakeholders in the cigarette litter problem, including businesses, law enforcement, local governments, community organizations and, importantly, smokers themselves. Mayors and community leaders nationwide have been increasingly seeking solutions to the litter issue. 

The Keep America Beautiful Cigarette Litter Prevention Program addresses the issue by integrating four proven approaches: encouraging enforcement of litter laws that include cigarette litter; raising awareness about the issue using public service messages; placing ash receptacles at transition points such as entrances to public buildings; and distributing pocket ashtrays to adult smokers. In 2008, nearly 200 communities reported an average 46% reduction in littered butts as a result of implementing the program. (If a repeat or expanded program, include prior years’ local results.)

<<insert quote from local program director - sample provided>>”The cigarette litter prevention program has been proven effective. Simple actions like installing ash receptacles and distributing pocket ashtrays have made a big difference in decreasing litter and ultimately keeping communities beautiful,” said project leader, (Name). “By raising awareness, we expect similar reductions here in (city).”
Cigarette butts are the most-littered item in America, representing nearly 30 percent of all items documented in nationwide clean-up initiatives.

Local businesses and organizations are also supporting the effort. <<Include listing of local stakeholders>>
[IF A REPEAT YEAR:] This is the (number) year for (City)’s participation.  The city/county continues to find the program a valuable tool for educating its community on litter prevention and the facts about cigarette litter.

National nonprofit Keep America Beautiful has field-tested and expanded the Cigarette Litter Prevention Program for the last six years with support from Philip Morris USA, an Altria company. 
Information about starting and maintaining a Cigarette Litter Prevention program can be found in the online “Guide to Cigarette Litter Prevention.” The Guide can be accessed through Keep America Beautiful’s website www.kab.org or directly at www.preventcigarettelitter.org. 

About Local Organization/Keep XXX Beautiful 

About Keep America Beautiful, Inc.
Keep America Beautiful, Inc., established in 1953, is the nation’s largest volunteer-based community action and education organization. With a network of nearly 1,000 affiliate and participating organizations, Keep America Beautiful forms public-private partnerships and programs that engage individuals to take greater responsibility for improving their community environments. For additional information, visit www.kab.org. 
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